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heard-of in those times. Perhaps it was the
vigorous, active life of these two, engrossed
heart and soul in the crusade for Woman's
Suffrage, that shortly put a wedge of dissatis-
faction in Elizabeth's horizon. She was not
getting enough out of life, she must have some
all-absorbing pursuit.

"You are fond of study, and have health and
leisure; why not take up medicine?" suggested
an invalid friend. "If I could be treated by a
lady doctor, my worst sufferings would be
spared me."

A lady doctor! The idea appealed to Miss
Blackwell, even though at first she thought
she had not the spirit for it. She had always
had a horror of illness, and could not bear the
sight of a medical book. But, undoubtedly,
a lady doctor could do a great deal of good.
Moreover, the struggle to win recognition as
such promised no end of an interesting fight.
It was a good idea, a very good idea, said all
the physicians to whom she put the query,
but there were so many obstacles in the way
of such a course, that it would be impossible of
execution.

"Is that so?" said Miss Blackwell shortly,
and being just in the mood to begin a crusade
of her own, she decided at once to go in and
win a doctor's degree.

But where was the money to come from?
All her advisors solemnly warned her as to the
expense necessary. She would teach school and
hoard the money for future use. Diligently
she began to cast about for a place where she
might teach and study. This was found at
Asheville, North Carolina, where the principal,
who held a doctor's degree, agreed to supervise
her medical studies. And so in sympathy was
the family with her plans, that two of her
brothers volunteered to drive her over the
mountains to begin her unknown career.

Of the eleven interesting days of this trip,
and of the subsequent time spent in Ashe-
ville and later in Charleston, carrying out her
schedule, there is no place here to record.
Daily the rightfulness of her purpose grew
stronger, and she knew that no matter what
opposition she encountered, she would not give
way.

At length, in the summer of 1847, Miss
Blackwellfelt that the ,sum of her carefully

hoarded earnings would admit of a beginning,
and she accordingly took passage for Phila-
delphia in a sailing vessel, that city being tip
as now the Mecca for the medical profession.
Here she began anatomical studies in a private
school, while making application one after
another to the medical colleges for admission,
One staunch old Quaker, Doctor Warrington,
was her tireless sponsor. He allowed her to
visit his patients, attend his lectures, and use
his library, while he continually recommended
her cause to the medical profession; but it
was all to no purpose. The colleges refused to
open their doors; t he prejudice against a woman
intruding herself into the doctors' ranks was
too strong, and following this lead museums,
hospitals, and other sources also turned such
a cold shoulder that Dr. Warrington exclaimed
in despair: ''Klixabeth, it is of no use trying,
Thee cannot gain admission to these schools.
Thee must go to Paris and don masculine
attire to gain the necessary knowledge."
Following this advice, the head of one of the
largest Philadelphia medical colleges, who was
wholly in sympathy with her desires, suggested
to Miss Blackwell that she dress as a man and
enter his college, saying that he would entrust
the secret to two or three of his students in
whom he had entire confidence, and that a
watch would be maintained so that she could
withdraw if at any time her disguise was
suspected.
But Miss Biackwdi shrank from entering
a medical college, either at home or abroad,
in any way that was not just and true* She
had entered on a moral crusade* Her course
must be openly pursued and with entire public
sanction to accomplish its end. Nor was she
to be dissuaded from her purpose,
The schools of Philadelphia were not the only
medical schools in the United States! She
might fare better elsewhere* Forthwith Miss
Blackwell began writing for various prospectuses
and getting out applications to all the schools
which seemed desirable. At length her per-
severance brought its reward She was admitted
to the Geneva University, in New York State.
And here she subsequently became a nine days'
wonder in the town! As she walked back and
forth ^ to the college, the women whom she met
invariably stopped and stared at her as at a,